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  IIPSGP 2003 GOOD NEWS LETTER
1.THE ALL PARTY PARLIAMENTARY GROUP FOR PEACE AND CONFLICT RESOLUTION held a further meeting in Parliament in October 2002 which focussed on the search for peace in the Middle East and saw a lively discussion about the linkages between the Iraq situation and Israel/Palestine.  A wide range of views were heard, including people with direct knowledge of conflict resolution work underway in the region.  The MP for Shrewsbury, Paul Marsden, hosted the meeting on behalf of Lembit Opik MP, the leader of the Liberal Democrats in Wales. The purpose of the meeting was to articulate an ‘intelligent nonviolent strategy for conflict resolution in Israel and Palestine and Iraq’.  Since then obviously events have taken a different direction, with the invasion by UK and USA forces of Iraq in March 2003.  The UK Parliament was galvanised by the resignation on ethical grounds of Robin Cook, the Leader of the House.  The Liberal Democrats opposed the launch of offensive operations due to insufficient evidence being produced concerning weapons of mass destruction, as did the SNP and Plaid Cymru.  On April 19th, a number of Labour MPs ‘were demanding an enquiry whether MI6 misled ministers about Iraq’s weapons programme.  They feel they were duped into backing the war on the basis of questionable intelligence and want the cross party Commons Intelligence and Security Committee to carry out an investigation’. (Guardian April 19th).  The next meeting of the All Party Working Group on peace should be a very lively affair and will take place in the autumn.

2. ST DEINIOLS LIBRARY CONFERENCE ON THE EDUCATIONAL IMPLICATIONS OF SEPTEMBER 11TH was a successful conference taking place on December 1st 2001 which saw a wide range of speakers addressing the moral and educational implications of September 11th with speakers coming from Scotland, USA, India, etc.  Jane Goodall, the pioneer of the study of the sociability of chimpanzees gave an excellent presentation on the ethnological study of aggression and cooperative behaviour among primates in which she claimed that we have much to learn from reflecting on such research.  The UN has subsequently appointed her a global peace messenger.  It was a very worthwhile day, a full report of which is available from the Institute.  St Deiniols library was gifted to the nation by Prime Minister Gladstone as a centre for ‘divine learning’ and is available for study retreats all year round.  Subsequently the Shap Working Party on World Religions in Education produced a very important publication on the same theme as our conference.

3. THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY PRESIDENTS / UN COMMISSION ON DISARMAMENT EDUCATION  are having a further meeting at the UN HQ in New York in April 2003 to discuss the contributions universities should be making towards peace at this critical time.  As a member of this Commission the Institute Directory has submitted a proposal that the Commission contact the Islamic Scientific Educational and Cultural Organisation, to assist with the development of Peace Studies programmes in the Islamic and Arabic University sectors. 

4. Saor Ollscoil Na heireann /  Free University of IRELAND  is in touch with the Institute in order to establish an educational link between the Global Green University and educational work in Ireland. Details from Sean English on Dublin 8683368.

5. STONEHENGE SUMMER SOLSTICE CELEBRATION will again take place on June 21 at Stonehenge .The Institute will help to organise and train the Peace Stewards to help keep the energy peaceful, non confrontational and blissful. Anyone interested in volunteering the come to Stonehenge as a peace steward this year please contact the Institute for further details.  Volunteer stewards will be gathering at a site near Stonehenge at 5pm on 20th June with the training workshop from 6pm-8pm.  The car park behind Stonehenge itself opens to the public on 21st at 2am.  The stones will be open for public access from 2am to noon on 21st.  This will mean longer daylight hours for socialising, networking and celebrating, etc! The Institute and the peace stewards hope to organise a Peace Circle run on talking stick rules for general public discussion about the recent war in Iraq and the spiritual work for peace needed at this time of planetary crisis.  All are welcome to take part.  Please come, wearing your pagan best and with a warm heart to make this the best ever Stonehenge gathering since the alternative community were allowed to sneak back in!

6.THE GLOBAL GREEN UNIVERSITY  continues to develop its work for creating an alternative pedagogical space for alternative higher research and education. We were represented recently at a conference in Rajasthan in India on education for the culture of nonviolence by a fellow of the university from Nepal, Dr Mohan Kharel.  We also took part at a round table discussion at the Green Party annual conference in Llandrindod Wells in Powys in March 2003 on the Greening of Science.  Colleagues participating are trying to raise funding to purchase the old theological school in Aberystwyth to establish a training institute for green scientists.  They have published a report entitled ‘Political Decision-making in Scientific and Technical areas’, available from www. Greenaudit.org. The Green University will also be taking part in the Big Green Gathering which is running this year July 30 – August 3 near Cheddar in the Mendips (www.big-green-gathering.com)

7.THE MULTIFAITH AND MULTICULTURAL MEDIATION SERVICE continues its work with various interfaith conflict resolution projects.  The meetings of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission for Stonehenge is planning a Historical Conference in the autumn to go into the historical background of the Battle of the Beanfield.  A recent Radio 4 programme had the police commissioner in charge of that operation, Mr Lionel Grundy, explaining for the first time in public why the police had assaulted the convoy, namely, ‘in order to enforce arrests on suspected law breakers’.  Anyone interested in academic research on the history of the National Trust, English Heritage, Stonehenge and its politics is invited to attend.  The MMMS is also still working away behind the scenes on the Israel Palestine problem, and Ireland, and welcomes further volunteers to help.    

8.THE RUSSIAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY is organising a Philosophical Ship for guests of the 21st World Congress of Philosophy to visit Athens, Crete, etc in August 2003 following the World Congress.  Anyone interested to participate should contact Prof. A N Chumakov on chumakov@logic.ru .

9.DIE PHILOSOPHIE ANGESICHTS DER WELTPROBLEME / PHILOSOPHY FACING WORLD PROBLEMS - THE 21ST WORLD CONGRESS OF PHILOSOPHY is taking place in Istanbul 10th-17th August 2003.  This will be an important gathering of philosophers from all over the world, following previous world congresses in Boston (1998), Moscow (1993) and Brighton (1988). The Institute Director was present at the 1988 and 1993 meetings, and indeed the formation of the Institute was partly inspired by taking part in these events. This is the first time the Congress has met in the Middle East and given the seriousness of the situation there, the Institute proposes to help organize a symposium on the philosophy of peace, Contact the Institute for further details or contact the Philosophical Society of Turkey direct on 90-312-440-7408 or toc@tfk.org.tr

10. SHREWSBURY MUSEUM AND ART GALLERY is holding a special exhibition on

The Arts of War  and The Arts of Peace from 9th August to 11th October.  The exhibition focuses on two blocks of time: 1400-1415 and 1990-2005 and looks at the social and cultural contexts of both the historical battle of Shrewsbury in 1403 and the events of the late 20C and its many conflicts and wars.  Contact Mary White on 01743 361196.

11. A SPECIAL SYMPOSIUM ON THE DRUIDIC ARTS OF PEACE is taking place to coincide with the Welsh National Eisteddfodd on Thursday August 7th 2003 in Welshpool Town Hall from 10am-5pm.  The National Eisteddfodd this year is taking place near Welshpool from 1st August to 10th August.

12.PHOENIX SCHOOL PHILOSOPHY CLUB meets after school on Tuesdays at 3.30pm at Phoenix School, Dawley, Manor Road, Telford, Shropshire, to explore an open-ended approach to philosophy for the younger person.  All are welcome to attend.  This innovative club, which takes place a few miles away from Ironbridge, the birth place of the industrial revolution, is exploring, among other things, whether the vast increase of technological and industrial power unleashed by that revolution resulted in an imbalance in the human psyche and in our relationship with nature. Telephone 01938 580319 to confirm it is taking place in any one week

13.THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF PEACE MUSEUMS  is taking place May 5th – 9th in Flanders, Belgium, and will see a global gathering of all those involved in peace museums worldwide.  The Institute is itself conducting a study of such institutions and needs someone to attend this conference on its behalf.  Contact www.ijzertoren.org.

14. THE INSTITUTE LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES will probably be moving over the summer to an as yet undecided location. Any offers of help or bright ideas appreciated.  The Institute library comprises approximately 10,000 monographs and about 80 ft of archival papers and documents connected with peace education and comparative philosophy.  It is a reference library available to serious visiting scholars and securing its integrity and accessibility in a large enough location to enable its full resources to be used and catalogued remains a high priority.

15. PAGAN ACADEMIC NETWORK (P.A.N.) continues to develop as a project of IIPSGP. PAN is interested to work on research and development projects concerning all aspects of the overlaps between paganism and education. Academia began as an impulse cultivated under the guidance of classical pagan teachings; the Academy in Athens, the Lyceum established by Aristotle, and the Mouseion (Museum) of Alexandria were all conceived as places of learning based on spirituality, religious idealism and practical education and research A workshop on PAGANISM AND EDUCATION facilitated by the Institute Director is taking place on Saturday 3rd May at the Green Man Festival in Clun, Shropshire, in the grounds of Clun Castle, as part of a weekend of celebrations and festivities honouring the rebirth of summer and the returning energies of light. A similar workshop ran at the Wrexham Conference of the Pagan Federation of Wales in September 2002 and was a great success. IIPSGP is particularly interested in the work of Pan to explore the links between paganism, peace and philosophy, including exploring the work of pagan and primal traditions from across the globe, in China, Africa, Asia, the Americas etc. not just in Europe. Pan is essentially a professional educational network established under IIPSGP. 

16. INTERNATIONAL POETS FOR PEACE continues as a project of the Institute (also known as ‘The Order of Wandering Peace Poets’) a special poetry event is taking place on Saturday 6th September at the Morris Hall in Shrewsbury presented by the Wilfred Owen Association in conjunction with the Shrewsbury Museum service entitled ‘War Poetry through the Ages’. The Struga Poetry Festival will be taking place again at Lake Ochrid in Macedonia and will once again bring together an extraordinary array of international poets.  The Institute has a specialist library of women poets housed in Wem, Shropshire (the town of the critic William Hazlitt) which is open to Institute members.  We are also hoping to organise in Wem a series of ‘poetry evenings’.

17. INSTITUTE FRIENDS who have sadly passed away since the previous newsletter was published include: Prof. Cedric Smith, Mrs. Rosina Saiyyid,, Ganadhipati Tulsi, among others. Cedric was Professor of Genetics at University College, a Quaker and a lifetime peace educator and Chair of the Conflict Research Society, at the time when the Institute Director served as its Information Officer. Cedric was also a Sponsor of the original appeal which led to the foundation of the Institute in the first place. All those who knew him will sorely miss him. and was an example to us all of dedicated academic commitment to peace. Tulsi was one of the living Saints of India, the head of a Jain religious order of monks and nuns in Rajasthan, and the inspirer of the Jain University in Ladnun, which runs degree programs in aspects of peace education and nonviolence. He hosted the World Conference on Peace and Nonviolence in 1995 at which the Institute Director attended and they had several long conversations about the philosophy of peace. Rosina Saiyiid was a wonderful woman from Finchley in North London, of half Japanese origin (her father had been the first Japanese lecturer at SOAS, a former Buddhist monk) who had been married to Taki Saiyid of India, who ran the BBC world Service Urdu division for many years. Rosina’s friends and relatives attended a service to her memory at Finchley Catholic Church in April 2003. Rosina and her daughter Nisa had attended the Director’s lectures in Finchley at the Parish Church on interfaith education for peace over several years, and have been good friends of the Institute ever since. Rosina’s daughter has been continuing to help the Institute’s work whilst also finishing a degree in Art History and Italian at University College, London. 

18. THE THEOSOPHICAL HISTORY conference is taking place in London 14-15 June 2003 at  50 Gloucester Place, London W1U 8EA. Previous conferences have been held in London in 1986-9, 1995 and 1997, and others in San Diego, USA and Edmonton, Canada. A wide ranging number of speakers will be talking about aspects of theosophical history, including studies of HP Blavatsky’s role in Tibet, Japanese Buddhism and the Theosophical Movement, The hidden esoteric meaning to Beethoven’s Seventh Symphony” ( “The Apotheosis of the Dance”), studies on  a clairvoyant used by Queen Victoria, including closing remarks by Prof. Paul Johnson ( probably in absentia) “History as heresy – clashing perspectives on Theosophical history”. Full programme details can be obtained from Colin Boyce, on theosophical@freenetname.co.uk..

19. THE ISBOURNE FOUNDATION is an educational Trust inspired by the River Isbourne in the Cotswolds, which conducts advanced esoteric education with an interest in peace and global harmony and ecology and health and well being. A class is taking place on Sunday April 27 (11-4pm) on the role that Christianity can play in advancing world peace and enlovement (a new word for Enlightenment)., to be led by the Institute Director. The workshop is at The Isbourne Education Centre, Number 4 Wolseley Terrace, Oriel Road, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire (Tel. 01242 254321). Either just turn up or telephone to book a place beforehand.  There will be further monthly workshops at this venue on Hinduism (18 May) and the Druid path (June). 

20. BARCELONA FORUM OF UNIVERSAL CULTURES is an important congress and coming together of world intellectuals and spiritual leaders considering all aspects of global problems and global responsibility issues. The Organizers hope it will include a gathering of all living Nobel Peace Prize winners and will see discussions of faiths and human values. The Institute’s Peace and Global Responsibility Project is so linked to this event that it is sincerely hoped to be possible to attend. Interestingly, April 23 is St George’s Day, which is celebrated not only in England but also in Catalonia, of which region St George is also the Patron Saint. On St George’s Day in Catalonia it is the custom to present friends with books and roses, and has been for many centuries. This year St George’s Day was declared in dedication to the memory of Ramon Lull, the great Franscisan philosopher, since “he was the first to engage in dialogue of Christians, Muslims and Jews, and was a universal philosopher, open to peace and understanding,” (The Times, 23 April)

21. MATTHIAS RATH, M.D. The Time Has Come: Call for a Constitution for a New World of Peace, Health and Social Justice. This is a vital study of the links between peace and health. See www.dr-rath-health-foundation.org. 

22. ASSOCIATION INTERNATIONALE DES PROFESSEURS DE PHILOSOPHIE is an important educational network for all teachers involved in philosophical teaching both at school and University level from across the wider European family of nations, and includes members from Belgium, Bulgaria, Denmark, Germany, Estonia, Finland, France, Greece, Italy, Croatia, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, The Netherlands, Austria, Poland, Portugal, Ireland, Romania, Russia, Sweden, Switzerland, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Czech Republic, U.K.  etc.  The Association supports teachers active across the continent to compare and explore each other’s philosophical pedagogy, and asks whether the cultural and intellectual dimension of Europe cannot triumph over our militaristic and purely economic instincts. In what ways can the diverse philosophical heritage of Europe contribute to a continent at peace with itself and its neighbors ? Membership details for persons residing in the UK available from Prof. George Macdonald Ross, School of Theology and Religious Studies, University of Leeds, Leeds, LS2 9JT. 

23. THE MUSES JOURNAL: the IIPSGP Journal is nearing its 7th edition and final  contributions of ideas, articles, graphics etc. are welcomed, concerning the intellectual aspects of peacemaking and comparative global philosophy and education for global responsibility. The Journal is divided into 9 sections, named after each one of the original Muses of the Classical tradition: Calliope (Politics and Economics) Clio (History and Education), Erato (Love and beauty and psychology) Euterpe (Fine Arts), Melpomene (Law and conflict resolution), Polyhymnia (Theology and religious Studies), Terpsichore (Musicology), Thalia (Literature), Urania (Natural Sciences, medicine and ecology). Members of the Institute receive the Muses Journal (and this newsletter) free of charge. 

24. GLOBAL CAMPAIGN FOR PEACE EDUCATION NEWSLETTER. is the most comprehensive source on news of global developments in peace education, on a country to country  basis, produced from the Global Campaign For Peace Education arising from the Hague Peace Conference of 1999. It is an absolute must see. Contact: Meg P. Gardinier, Coordinator
Hague Appeal for Peace, Global Campaign for Peace Education, 777 UN Plaza, New York, NY 10017, tel: +212-687-2623
fax: +212-661-2704 www.haguepeace.org email:  gcpe@haguepeace.org
25. IIPSGP MEMBERSHIP: To renew your membership of IIPSGP, please write in to the office address in Wales, or send an email, requesting an application form. At present, membership forms can only be processed via ordinary mail.  

